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START HERE:

What type of clean energy project 
needs to be permitted?



Ministry of Water, Land, and  
Resource Stewardship (WLRS)

Primary Authority



Submit Applications to  
FrontCounter BC



B.C. Energy Regulator
(BCER) 

Primary Authority

Interim WLRS Guidance  
Materials Permit Connect B.C. 

-Electrification - Province of  
British Columbia (including  

Guidance for Submitting IUL  
Applications for investigative 

work on Crown land)

Interim BCER Guidance Materials
Renewables | BC Energy  

Regulator (BCER) 

New Renewable Energy  
Projects Regulation 

Interim Guidance for  
Submitting Investigative  

Use Licence (IUL) Applications  
(for investigative work  

on Crown land).



Submit Applications via  
the Application Management 

System (AMS).

Primary Provincial Regulatory Authorities

Key Considerations

CLEAN ENERGY PRODUCTION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 
PROJECT AUTHORIZATION AND REVIEW PROCESS OVERVIEW


Effective July 1, 2025, the B.C.  

Energy Regulator (BCER) is the  
primary authority for issuing  

natural resource authorizations 
for all wind and solar projects.


Solar and wind facilities with 
nameplate capacity equal or 

greater than 5MW now require a 
permit under the Energy Resource 

Activities Act (ERAA).


The Ministry of Water, Land,  
and Resource Stewardship (WLRS) 

remains the primary authority of 
other types of clean energy, and


BCER is responsible for  
overseeing aspects of  

geothermal operations.

Wind or Solar Energy



Environmental Assessment
Some clean energy projects 

may require an Environmental 
Assessment Certificate before 

applying for Provincial  
permits (i.e., tidal power).

Solar facilities with nameplate 
capacity equal or greater  

than 50 MW require both an 
Environmental Assessment  

Certificate and an ERAA permit.  
Environmental Assessment 

Process.

Land based wind energy  
projects are exempt from  

review under the Environmental  
Assessment Act.

First Nations
Both the B.C. Government  

and the BCER are responsible 
for fulfilling the Crown’s duty  

to consult.
Proponents are expected to 
engage potentially affected 

First Nations.

Interested Parties
Proponents are expected to 

engage with Interested Parties.

Federal Authorizations
Federal permits may be 

required if there is potential 
for harm to fish or fish habitat, 

migratory birds, and/or Species 
at Risk, and/or disruption to 

transportation, navigation, or 
communications.

Other Clean Energy Types
Waterpower; Biomass Power;

Geothermal Power; Ocean Power
(wave or tidal).



Permitting requirements must be achieved throughout the development of the project to move forward.

It is the applicant’s responsibility to know and uphold all legal and regulatory responsibilities.

Consultation/ Engagement 
Roles and Responsibilities

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/fcbc-locations
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/permit-connect-bc/permit-connect-bc-electrification
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/permit-connect-bc/permit-connect-bc-electrification
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/natural-resource-use/natural-resource-permits/permit-connect-bc/permit-connect-bc-electrification
https://www.bc-er.ca/energy-professionals/application-documentation/renewables/
https://www.bc-er.ca/energy-professionals/application-documentation/renewables/
https://www.bc-er.ca/news/renewable-energy-projects-regulation-introduced-tu-2026-06/
https://www.bc-er.ca/news/renewable-energy-projects-regulation-introduced-tu-2026-06/
https://www.bc-er.ca/files/operations-documentation/Renewables/Interim-Guidance-for-Submitting-Investigative-Use-Licence-Applications-for-Renewable-Energy-Projects.pdf
https://www.bc-er.ca/files/operations-documentation/Renewables/Interim-Guidance-for-Submitting-Investigative-Use-Licence-Applications-for-Renewable-Energy-Projects.pdf
https://www.bc-er.ca/files/operations-documentation/Renewables/Interim-Guidance-for-Submitting-Investigative-Use-Licence-Applications-for-Renewable-Energy-Projects.pdf
https://www.bc-er.ca/energy-professionals/online-systems/application-management-system/
https://www.bc-er.ca/energy-professionals/online-systems/application-management-system/
https://www.bc-er.ca/what-we-regulate/geothermal/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/environmental-assessments/environmental-assessment-process
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/environmental-assessments/environmental-assessment-process

